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Pack industry should stop playing
the victim, says top professor
Liz Gyekye, 20 October 2011

1 COMMENT – The packaging industry should stop being
a victim and take pride in the role it plays in saving
people’s lives, according to a world-renowned chemist.

Speaking to exclusively to Packaging News, at the Ardagh
Group’s sustainable packaging event in Paris, Professor Dr.
Michael Braungart said that the packaging industry is saving
more lives than any other industry, by protecting food and
ensuring longer shelf-life for food.

Speaking about the packaging industry’s efforts to pursue
sustainability initiatives, such as reducing packaging weight,
Braungart added: “The packaging industry is always doing guilt
management. They say ‘we were 100% bad and now we are
90% bad and our goal is to minimise our impact’.

“That makes them victims in the beginning because they are
already saying ‘please beat me I’m bad’. They get victimised by
making themselves victims.  They should, first, have a lot of self-
esteem and a lot of pride for what they do.

“We need to attract the smartest people to the packaging
industry, not the ones who feel bad about what they are doing.”

Cradle-to-cradle

Braungart is the joint founder of the cradle-to-cradle concept.

He said that there is a lot of potential for packaging to be used
systematically.

Braungart said that right now, the industry is trying to reduce the
weight and minimise the material, instead of making “beautiful
packaging” that people can take pleasure from.

He explained: “It’s not about efficiency it’s about effectiveness.”

He said that packaging either needed to be designed to go back
into the biosphere or designed to be upcycled into other
products. For instance, a coke bottle being turned into textiles or
cartonboard embedded with seeds that can be returned into the
biosphere at its end of use.

‘A washing machine is packaging’

He said that other industries could learn a lot from the packaging
industry.

He explained: “Basically, everything is packaging or content like
a newspaper is information packaging, the washing machine is
the packaging to clean stuff and the TV is entertainment
packaging.”

Speaking about migration of certain materials from packaging
into foodstuffs, Braungart said that materials such as magnesium
could be used in packaging that can be absorbed by foodstuffs
“because people all over Europe, and in the UK, have got a
traumatic deficit of uptake of magnesium and magnesium is not
toxic under any circumstances”.

He concluded: “Let’s learn how we can make packaging not less
bad but packaging which is good.”

What do you think? Do you agree with Professor Dr. Michael
Braungart? Leave your comments in the box below.
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Sign up for News Bulletins

Other Articles
Amcor eyes emerging markets growth as it
buys in Argentina

UK Packaging Awards 2011: just four weeks
to go

Veeboard goes into administration

Replica retro packaging goes to 50 care
homes

Foodservice sector defends coffee chains
over cup recycling

Advertisements

Marden Edwards is a
global manufacturer
of bespoke packaging
machinery for capital
goods including tea
and coffee

Benson Group is the
UK's fastest growing
carton manufacturer,
producing printed
folding cartons for
customers in the food
and pharmaceutical
industries.

ITCM is a world
leader in special
purpose machines for
pharmaceutical
packaging.

Automated Packaging
Systems: A market
leader in manual,
semi and fully
automatic packaging
machines and
bagging systems for
flexible packaging

PAGO is a leading
provider of labelling
systems and labeling
machine technology.
We provide innovative
and efficient solutions
for self adhesive
labelling across a
huge range of
industries.

Packaging for Retail Success

conference

Digital Edition – Packaging News

Digital Edition – Equipment News

easyFairs Fantasy Football

UK Packaging Awards

Events diary

Search Jobs

 

 Featured Jobs
Sales Manager – France |
Selection Group | €50k-€55k
basic & 25% Bonus

Inventory Control Manager |
Euro Packaging UK Ltd | £35k
approximately

Plant General Manager –
Printed Packaging | Graphic
Packaging International |
£substantial executive package
+ relocation

(Senior) Packaging Developer
(f/m) to lead technical projects
| Heineken

Business Directory

 UK  Outside UK

Poll
Which of Steve Jobs' Apple

creations do you own or use?

 Desktop or laptop Mac
computer

 iPod
 iPhone
 iPad
 None

View Results

In this issue
Packaging News

Subscribe

About PN Contact PN Features List 2011 Media Pack Subscriptions Site Map

News Blogs Design & Innovation Markets Equipment In-depth News by email White Papers Directory Jobs Awards

You are here: Home : International : Pack industry should stop playing the victim, says top professor

http://openx.smartsys.biz/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=1625__zoneid=294__source=%7Bobfs%3A%7D__cb=4ff16cb72a__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Falliance-media.co.uk%2FMetropolis%2FPN%2F
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/bulletins/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/amcor-eyes-emerging-markets-growth-as-it-buys-in-argentina/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/uk-packaging-awards-2011-just-four-weeks-to-go/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/veeboard-goes-into-administration/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/replica-packaging-goes-to-50-care-homes/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/foodservice-sector-defends-coffee-chains-over-cup-recycling/
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4d2b47597ad291fb
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4d2b47597ad291fb
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/pack-industry-should-stop-playing-the-victim-says-top-professor/email/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/pack-industry-should-stop-playing-the-victim-says-top-professor/email/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/uk-packaging-awards-2011-shortlists-revealed/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/china-largest-producer/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/pg-sets-new-2020-packaging-target/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/ds-smith-sells-mill/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/uk-packaging-awards-2011-shortlists-revealed/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/uk-packaging-awards-2011-shortlists-revealed/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/china-largest-producer/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/china-largest-producer/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/pg-sets-new-2020-packaging-target/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/ds-smith-sells-mill/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/ds-smith-sells-mill/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/international/feed
http://www.kbvconsultants.com/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/bulletins/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/amcor-eyes-emerging-markets-growth-as-it-buys-in-argentina/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/amcor-eyes-emerging-markets-growth-as-it-buys-in-argentina/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/uk-packaging-awards-2011-just-four-weeks-to-go/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/uk-packaging-awards-2011-just-four-weeks-to-go/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/veeboard-goes-into-administration/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/replica-packaging-goes-to-50-care-homes/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/replica-packaging-goes-to-50-care-homes/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/foodservice-sector-defends-coffee-chains-over-cup-recycling/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/foodservice-sector-defends-coffee-chains-over-cup-recycling/
http://openx.smartsys.biz/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=1245__zoneid=316__source=%7Bobfs%3A%7D__cb=b6153b9229__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercurysearch.co.uk
http://www.mardenedwards.com/
http://www.mardenedwards.com/
http://www.bensongroup.co.uk/food/cs-celebration-cakes.php
http://www.bensongroup.co.uk/food/cs-celebration-cakes.php
http://www.molinsitcm.com/markets/pharmaceutical/
http://www.molinsitcm.com/markets/pharmaceutical/
http://www.packhardware.co.uk/
http://www.packhardware.co.uk/
http://www.pago.co.uk/
http://www.pago.co.uk/
http://www.pago.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/retailsuccess
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/retailsuccess
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/digital-editions/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/equipment-news-digital-edition/
http://fantasyfootball.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.ukpackagingawards.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/events-diary
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-category/featured/feed/rss
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/sales-manager-france
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/sales-manager-france
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/sales-manager-france
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/inventory-control-manage
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/inventory-control-manage
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/inventory-control-manage
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/plant-general-manager-%E2%80%93-printed-packaging
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/plant-general-manager-%E2%80%93-printed-packaging
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/plant-general-manager-%E2%80%93-printed-packaging
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/plant-general-manager-%E2%80%93-printed-packaging
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/plant-general-manager-%E2%80%93-printed-packaging
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/senior-packaging-developer-fm-to-lead-technical-projects
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/senior-packaging-developer-fm-to-lead-technical-projects
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/job-info/senior-packaging-developer-fm-to-lead-technical-projects
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/this-issue/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/subscribe/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4d2b47597ad291fb
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4d2b47597ad291fb

http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/aboutus
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/aboutus
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/contactus
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/contactus
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Packaging-News-2011-features-list.pdf
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Packaging-News-2011-features-list.pdf
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Media-Pack-2011.pdf
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Media-Pack-2011.pdf
https://alliance-media.co.uk/Metropolis/PN/
https://alliance-media.co.uk/Metropolis/PN/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/sitemap
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/blogs
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/blogs
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/design/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/design/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/markets/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/markets/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/equipment/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/equipment/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/in-depth/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/in-depth/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/bulletin-signup/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/bulletin-signup/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/knowledge-bank/white-papers/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/knowledge-bank/white-papers/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/directory/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/directory/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/jobs/
http://www.ukpackagingawards.co.uk/
http://www.ukpackagingawards.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/category/international/


Pack industry should stop playing the victim, says top professor

http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/pack-industry-should-stop-playing-the-victim-says-top-professor/[20/10/2011 16:21:37]

20 October 2011 at 2:24 pm

What a breath of fresh air .. please print this
Daily Mail !

REPLY

Speak Your Mind

Name *

Email *

Website

Home |  News |  Jobs |  Archive |  Bulletins |  Directory
About Us |  Contact Us |  Advertising |  Subscriptions |  Site Map |  Terms & Conditions

Business |  Environment |  Converting |  Design |  Materials |  Equipment |  Packs & Closures |  Supply Chain |  Labelling |  World News

Type the two words:

http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/pack-industry-should-stop-playing-the-victim-says-top-professor/?replytocom=334026#respond
javascript:Recaptcha.reload ();
javascript:Recaptcha.switch_type('audio');
http://www.google.com/recaptcha/help?c=03AHJ_VutAJh9Lf2vmUznJhAL6T8x5oAWFAvEuajQCyO9SPlURWg-yb6U2CvOXgj6QxowI6p4fYqGm5h5hUXgtHoaM9Gh8w--tNnh0GkeecZxCXi623hNY-pfWSYtb14Uw8rhzbSh0PIDXXSatqjmD0OTl9L_ds0vpZw&lang=en
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Packaging-News-2011-features-list.pdf
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/subscribe/
http://www.printpackhost.co.uk/whitepapers/ListingPage.html
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/events-diary/
https://alliance-media.org.uk/Metropolis/PN/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/
http://jobs.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/search/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/bulletins/
http://directory.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/aboutus/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/contactus/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/advertising/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/subscribe/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/sitemap/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/termsandconditions/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/business/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/environment/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/converting
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/design
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/materials
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/equipment
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/supply-chain
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/labelling
http://www.packagingnews.co.uk/world

	www.packagingnews.co.uk
	Pack industry should stop playing the victim, says top professor


	0tc2F5cy10b3AtcHJvZmVzc29yLwA=: 
	form0: 
	s: 
	input3: 


	0tc2F5cy10b3AtcHJvZmVzc29yLwA=: 
	frmJobsSearch: 
	keyword: Enter skill or job title
	input3: 


	0tc2F5cy10b3AtcHJvZmVzc29yLwA=: 
	frmSearchBlueBoomerang: 
	sSearch: What are you looking for?
	bIsInUK: 1
	submit: 


	0tc2F5cy10b3AtcHJvZmVzc29yLwA=: 
	form1: 
	poll_13: 33
	poll_13_(1): 34
	poll_13_(1)_(2): 35
	poll_13_(1)_(2)_(3): 36
	poll_13_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4): 37
	vote: 


	0tc2F5cy10b3AtcHJvZmVzc29yLwA=: 
	form3: 
	author: 
	email: 
	url: 
	comment: 
	submit: 
	recaptcha_response_field: 




